MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday, 21st  July 2026
at 7.00 pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre



PRESENT:         Councillors:  Linda Nulty (Chair), E Bickerstaffe, I Nicols Hogg, A Hunter, a Short                            	               
IN ATTENDANCE:	Ruth Ross (Town Clerk), Edyta Paxton-FBC Community Wellbeing Manager 

APOLOGIES ACCEPTED:    Councillors  P Desmond, K Moreton, T Rackham 

COUNCILLOR Sabbatical:   Cllr Kelly Ann Moreton has advised Wesham Town Councillors that she will be taking some time off from her councillor duties due to family reasons.
Medlar with Wesham Town Council have noted & accepted her request.  
They would like to thank Kelly Ann for her time and input to Council matters to date.

CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS
Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town council meetings

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members
Standard declarations of interest by councillors
Cllr Bickerstaffe – an interest in items relating to Wesham C of E School (Governor)
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in some issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank (volunteer)
Cllr K Moreton - a hirer of the Community Centre for her business Eduquest
Cllrs Bickerstaffe & Hunter – members of Kirkham & Wesham Joint Club Day Committee

26/96  APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the Council Meeting held on 23rd June 2026.  Approved by Cllr I Nicols-Hogg  
Seconded by: Cllr L Nulty.  

26/97  MATTERS ARISING
Any item not covered by agenda or action list 
Cllr I Nichols-Hogg mentioned that nothing had been heard back from PCSOs meeting.  Check if there are two flower tubs at the old Fire station and include in the open spaces SLA. 

26/98  POLICING ISSUES - Website Police.uk.   Stay in the Know website.  No feedback from the last meeting from the PCSOs.
Nothing new to report.  Town Clerk to email Danny Holt to find out when the next meeting is.

26/99  PLANNING 

25/0413 - Taylor Wimpey 250 dwellings - No further update 
25/0324 - Pennine View, Weeton Road - no further update   
26/0174 - Old Fire Station - Consultation end 08/07/2026 - pending decision.  New plans added 24/06/2026.  Town Clerk to send a further submission to fylde@planning to state that the Council maintain their objection following the new plan.  Cllr E Bickerstaffe to talk at the planning meeting at FBC on 22nd July.
26/0216 - Land South of Mowbreck Lane - Towns Hill.  - no further update.
PLANNING FORUM -  The next meeting is on the 13th October. 


26/100  PLAYING FIELDS AND OPEN SPACES
a)Open Spaces Contract -  budget for the annual planting was discussed as the cost of plants and labour has increased considerably.  Contact supplier regarding the Autumn/Winter planting.  An estimate will be required.  To be discussed in September council meeting with regards to the amount of plants we require and where.

b)Fleetwood Playing Fields   - Review the SLA for KJFC.  Proposed that we increase to £2250.00.  All the council approved of the increase.  Town Clerk to contact the Treasurer of KJFC with the proposal and new SLA.

c)Doorstep Green, Derby Rd  -  Town Clerk to check the overgrown area by the bench on Derby Road.  As the open spaces contractor to cut it back.


26/101  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
 
Cllr L Nulty remarked on the overgrown hedges on Fleetwood Road opposite HTI Building towards roundabout.  The other side of Mill Farm Sports Village is very overgrown.  It is getting very dangerous for pedestrians.  Town Clerk to contact LCC highways.  Mowbreck Lane is overgrown.   The land at the side of the road is in different ownerships. Some is LCC, Wesham Rehabilitation and the housing management company.  Cllr I Nichols-Hogg to gather some information on ownership.

26/102  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE

Income and Expenditure accounts were reviewed.  Accounts from June 2026 were reviewed and approved.  

No Accidents or Incidents reported.

26/103  HUMAN RESOURCES - nothing to report

26/104  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE - 
Quote for replanting at the front of the Community Centre and the car park areas.  The quote was discussed but decided not to go ahead at the moment.  The plants could do with being cut back especially the lavender.

50th Birthday Party with bar was approved.  Bar prices were also reviewed.  Town Clerk to update them. 

26/105  FYLDE BOROUGH COUNCIL  ASSET REGISTER – no update.

26/106 WEBSITE  – Email addresses.  Town Clerk to forward instructions on setting up Councillor email addresses to those Councillors who need to set this up. 

26/107  MAYORAL CHAIN AND REGALIA
The council agreed that Past Mayor pendants should be ordered.  It is cheaper to purchase 5.  Also pins for the years as Mayor need to be order for Cllr E Bickerstaffe. For Linda - 2026 -27. Liz's will be 2023-24 and 2024-25. Contact Fattorinis - Town Clerk to arrange.

The Mayoral chain needs to have remaining blank links engraved.  Cllr E Bickerstaffe knows a local jeweller who could do this.


26/108 ALLOTMENTS MORLAND AVE - Following a meeting with the Morland Ave Allotments committee and Cllr I Nichols-Hogg, it was requested that we provide them with a new metal post for the metal gate as the original post made out of wood has broken.  A slotted post is required.    Town Clerk to find out what size is required.  Also they have asked if they can cut back the boundary trees.  Town Clerk to respond.

26/109  TREES ON CAR PARK WITH TPOs - Work to commence 9th September.  The School and N Barnes, Scouts group have been informed

26/110- PLAQUES FOR NEW BENCHES - Town Clerk to research where to get the plaques from.  Amazon?
Discuss at next Council Meeting 

26/111 - FYLDE BOROUGH COUNCIL MINIMISATION TEAM
Food waste collection being brought in this Autumn 2026.  Catherine Ide attending September Meeting.

26/112 - RESILIENCE HUBS - Edyta Paxton attended the Council Meeting on 21st July.  Edyta talked about Crisis Resilience Funding.  They work with the police to find out who is in crisis and aim to stop people going into this situation.  They have housing support funding from the government.  They are looking for a hub in Wesham and asked if the Council knew of any groups who could help.  Members of the council said they would look into this.

26/113 - REPLACEMENT FLAG FOR RBL FLAG - it was decided to leave this for discussion until next year.

26/114 - IT EQUIPMENT - Cllr E Bickerstaffe had some quotes for IT equipment.   Philips Projector £239.80.  Laptop £500 plus 3 year warranty.  To be discussed at the next council meeting in September.  Cllr A Short has also said he will investigate a better quality laptop.

26/115 - SLA Review KJFC - Review the SLA for KJFC.  Proposed that we increase to £2250.00.  All the council approved of the increase.  Town Clerk to contact the Treasurer of KJFC with the proposal and new SLA.

26/116 - Towns Hill Action Group - a request from the group had been received regarding them using the Derby Road Playing fields for a Family Fun Day.  The council were happy for this to go ahead as long as risk assessments and public liability insurance were in place.

26/117 - Register of Interest Forms - these were given out to the Councillors to complete as some were out of date or not on file.  Town Clerk to forward to those not in attendance at the meeting.

26/118  NEXT COUNCIL MEETING - Tuesday,  15th September at 7.00 pm



Date:  10/08/2026
Ruth Ross	    




